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Introduction
 "As a non-Black POC (person of color), I stand by the fact that I will always listen and work tirelessly to understand the history and context of AAVE, what is deemed appropriate or backwards toward the progress of ANY and EVERY marginalized group (Walsh, 2022)." In an attempt to address accusations of her use of "blaccent" or African American Vernacular English (AAVE), Nora Lum, better known as the actress Awkwafina, has had been accused of cultural appropriation by using exaggerated Black vernacular and mannerisms to achieve mainstream success. The acclaimed actress has had struggled to find an appropriate answer to why she used "blaccent". As a result, she received much criticism and backlash from various media platforms asking her to discontinue using "blaccent." 

Blaccent 
Blaccent, or Black accent, is was a non-Black person speaking in a way that mimics mimicked or mocks mocked Black vernacular by someone who is not Black (CNN, 2022). Blaccent , or African American Vernacular English (AAVE), wais primarily spoken in urban communities (Salas-Rodriguez, 2021). Therefore, it could be have been seen as a form of cultural appropriation when used by non-Blacks. Dictionary.com (n.d.) defines defined cultural appropriation as the adoption, usually without acknowledgment, of cultural identity markers from subcultures or minority communities into mainstream culture by people with relatively privileged status (Dictionary.com., n.d)..

Use in Modern Society  
Blaccent has had become more popular, with some people proclaiming it to be modern internet-speak (PBS Origins, 2022a). There is was a pattern of white and non-Black performers using "Black English" or "Blaccent" to gain notoriety (PBS Origins, 2022b). However, when used by non-Blacks, Blaccent can could be used to sound "cool." Some see saw it as a proclamation of love and appreciation, spreading awareness of black culture. While Oothers indicated that Black media had influenced them, and it is was an unconscious use of the black vernacular. 

Table 1
AAVE Examples

	GRAMMAR
	AAVE
	STANDARD ENGLISH

	Double negative
	Ain't nobody said that.
	Nobody said that.

	Omitted "be"
	You gon' get paid for that.
	You are going to get paid for that.

	Habitual "be"
	I be workin'.
	I'm often working/I work a lot.

	[bookmark: _Hlk134784096]Present perfect, Stressed "been"
	She been ready.
	She has been ready for a while.

	Third-person singular absence
	He don't work there.
	He doesn't work there.



Nora Lum (Awkafina)
Nora Lum, also known as Awkwafina, is was an American actress, rapper, and comedian. She was born in Stony Brook, Long Island, New York, to a Chinese American father and a Korean American Mother. As a young musician, sShe adopted the name Awkwafina at 15 years old and used it as an alter-ego to her quiet personality. Also known for her distinctive voice, the actress has had a resume of 15 movie credits, nine voice credits, and one screenwriter credit. In 2012, Nora received mainstream attention with the viral video "My Vag." The parody rap song has received millions of views on YouTube. The song reflected her use of "blaccent" or AAVE, and she continued using the vocabulary in subsequent years in many acting roles.

Issue (Appropriation)
Appropriating Black culture has beenwas often used in marketing and self-promotion in exchange for monetary gain and recognition. With the mass normalization of Whites using AAVE, many young teens and adults have profited from Black creativity and speech (Cook et al., 2021). Nora's use of Blaccent has becomebecame part of her identity and appeal. Many of her characters portrayed in movies and television shows used various amounts of AAVE. She stated that her use of AAVE was unintentional. She attributed her use to her immigrant background, public school environment, consumption of TV and film, and her "respect for hip-hop " (White, 2022)." Conversely, the actress was against portraying Asian stereotypes or playing an Asian character with an Asian accent. Lum stated, "I make it very clear; I don't ever go out for auditions where I feel like I'm making a minstrel out of our people (Tamantha, 2021)." 

Response 
Awkwafina’s comments received negative criticism. Twitter users were the most vocal as many felt her explanation was insufficient as she mocked Black culture while she protected her own. In addition, her use of "blaccent" was a form of appropriation, and Black creators demanded an apology and the discontinued use of the vernacular. On February 5, 2022, Awkwanfina released an apology and announced she was personally quitting Twitter due to the criticisms she received. However, the actress also stated that her Twitter account will would remain active but run by her social team until her return in 2024 (Melendez, 2022). However, the actress refused to quit or "retire" from other social media platforms. She stated, "Even if I wanted to, and I didn't drunkenly hit someone with a shoehorn and now escaping as a fugitive (Massabrook, 2022).” 

Decisions
The increased social backlash has caused some celebrities and content creators that use "blaccent" to backtrack their comments. In addition, they removed online content and, in some cases, deleted social media accounts entirely. Did Awkwafina make the right decision to quit Twitter? Did Awkwafina exploit black culture for financial gain and notoriety? Do Was there a need for social media platforms need to create policies against exploitation and appropriation? 	Comment by Author: This issue is not really addressed in the LOs or the DQs. Either delete this question, or add another LO and DQ that addresses it. I think deleting the question might be better. What one person considers exploitation and appropriation might be what another person considers spotlighting the positive elements of another culture. Unless someone is being offensive or denigrating a group of people, it’s difficult to have a policy that says “you can’t culturally appropriate.”
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